In this statement we have pretty closely followed the author's own enunciation of his achievements. Though his estimate of these may not be distinguished for modesty, the reader will allow that, unless it be most powerfully exaggerated, there must here be materials worthy of the gravest examination?materials of a kind to silence the sophistry of those interested persons, in whose hands, either from prejudice, laziness, or incapability, the stethoscope is destined for ever to remain an inutile lignum* [April, in the common course of things, and marvels not; on Tuesday, he assumes the character of an original observer, and lo! he is forthwith astounded at hearing two respiratory sounds,because Laennec Much difficulty has been experienced in rendering into English the French term timbre; Professor Wheatstone objects to the translation quality, as not sufficiently definite; but we confess we cannot see why this word may not be conventionally allowed to answer to timbre, although it may commonly bear a wider signification. We shall ourselves so employ it, convinced that much less inconvenience will arise from this course than from joining in the habit, so mischievously prevalent at the present day, of interlarding our language with foreign words and phrases. To explain, in a few words, the meaning of timbre or quality, let us suppose two different instruments? a violin and a flute for exampl*?to sound the same note with the same intensity, and for the same length of time; there will still be a certain peculiarity in each of the notes produced, distinguishing it from the other?that peculiarity is its timbre. The physical cause of the special timbre of each musical instrument and human voice is still unknown ; some attempts at an explanation may be consulted in Miiller's Phvsiologv. 1840.] and Curability of Pulmonary Phthisis. 303 soaked with pure water, be compressed at any particular point with the finger, and then allowed to expand, a crepitating sound follows, possessing the precise characters of those puffs of crepitant ronchus, coexisting more particularly with the inspiratory movement, in pneumonia. The perfection of the bubbling character, the duration of the sound, &c., are modified by the manner in which the finger is removed after effecting the pressure. If it be raised in a jerking manner, so as to obstruct the free ingress of air into the tisssue of the sponge, it appears to effect its entry by successive efforts, the bubbling character is incompletely developed, or discover such contraction in a subject presenting the other signs of the first phasis of the first stage, it must evidently belong to the preexisting species. In the second phasis, if the deformity be much developed, the inference will be the same; but in the third, we may fairly conclude that such abnormal appearance is an effect of tuberculization. The preexisting may, it is said, usually be distinguished with ease from the consecutive contraction, in the following way : the former species exists to the same amount on both sides of the chest, and in its entire height, though gradually diminishing from above downwards ; the latter is particularly observed on the most diseased side, and at the summit. All this looks amazingly clear on paper, but we strongly doubt that these distinctions are founded on observation, or that the author has ever come to a conclusion in practice from their application. In justice we must add, that he does not regard thisheteromorphism as possessing absolute diagnostic force, but merely as warranting suspicions, which it is the business of the other signs to confirm or invalidate : to maintain a different opinion would be absurd, for this precise conformation is observed in persons who descend to the grave without a tubercle in their frame.
M. Fournet again proclaims his literary deficiency, by affirming that mote in our brother's eye, while we dream not of the beam that obstructs our own.
He objects to M. Woillez's conclusion, that individuals following trades, which require particular exercise of the upper extremities, have on an average less development of thorax than others, because it is founded on too limited data (133 cases). Yet he himself preaches the law on every possible,point of the subject of phthisis on the foundation of scarcely a greater number of observations, resolves with the most perfect composure problems which the wisest statisticians regard as insoluble in the existing state of national censuses, and deduces statistical inferences from twenty-three facts. But the true cause of his objection is, that the conclusion in question opposes some of his favorite theories. And while it will afford no small satisfaction to the profession in this country to find that the branch of medicine, to which they have always directed their chiefest attention, begins to assert its due rank among their continental brethren, the distinguished physician, from whose work on Phthisis M. Fournet's scheme of treatment is derived, must behold with honest pride the sterling improvement to which the dissemination of his labours shall eventually give rise.
